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 Who We Are Where We are in Place and Time 
 

How We Express Ourselves 
 

How the World Works 
 

How We Organize Ourselves 
 

Sharing the Planet 
 

PK 

There are different ways to be a family. 

 Characteristics of a family (form) 

 Responsibilities within a family 
(responsibility) 

 What makes families unique 
(connection) 

 

 Drama is a universal form of creative 
expression. 

 Types of dramatic expression (form) 

 Purpose of visual and physical 
communication (function) 

 How drama is used to share a 
message (function) 

Attributes of materials determine their use.  

 Attributes of materials (form) 

 Purposes of materials (function) 

 How environmental factors contribute to 
the choice of materials used (causation) 

 

Roles in the community serve a purpose.  

 Roles of people in the community (form) 

 How community helpers affect others 
(function) 

 Responsibilities of community helpers 
(responsibility) 

 

K 

Similarities and differences exist in groups. 

 One’s physical characteristics and 
emotions (form)  

 Traditions among various groups 
(function) 

 Ways similarities link us to others 
(connection) 

 

Change occurs over time.  

 The contributions of historical figures 
(form) 

 Physical changes over time (change) 

 The ownership of learning 
(responsibility) 

  

Signs and symbols can be used to 
communicate. 

 Types of signs and symbols (form) 

 Reasons for signs and symbols (function) 

 Features of signs used locally and 
globally (function) 

 

Living things have needs. 

 The difference between living and 
nonliving things (form) 

 Changes that happen in a life cycle 
(change) 

 Physical characteristics of plants and 
animals (form) 

Cooperation sustains a common goal.  

 Responsibility as a group member 
(responsibility) 

 How reflection on personal behavior 
develops social well-being (reflection) 

 How cooperation is related to a group’s 
productivity (connection) 

Behaviors affect relationships.  

 How behaviors cause reactions 
(causation) 

 The connection between feelings 
and behaviors (connection) 

 How to manage behaviors and 
solve problems (change) 
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Balance in health promotes wellness.  

 The properties of wellness (form) 

 Why reflection is significant in preserving 
balance (reflection) 

 How choices impact wellness (change) 

Resources aid in decision-making.  

 Purposes of resources (form) 

 Ways to use resources (function) 

 The impact resources can have on 
decision-making (causation) 

People share stories in different ways for 
different reasons.  

 Forms stories can take (form) 

 Methods of sharing stories (form) 

 Why people share stories (causation) 

 How people can experience and 
interpret stories differently (perspective) 

Habitats provide resources for organisms.  

 Various habitats (form) 

 The relationship between producers and 
consumers (connection) 

 The sustainability of a habitat (student 
choice) 

People around the world exchange goods and 
services.  

 How families meet human needs (form or 
function) 

 Ways people exchange goods and services 
(function) 

 The responsibility to help others in the 
community (responsibility) 

Human actions impact the natural world.  

 How litter affects the environment 
(causation) 

 The connection between culture and 
consumption (perspective) 

 Ways to make a difference in the 
environment (responsibility) 
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Understanding other cultures can promote a 
global perspective and can foster appropriate 
communication.  

 The connection between cultures 
(connection) 

 How location affects who we are 
(connection) 

 How culture affects how we see the 
world (perspective) 

Individuals and events impact communities.  

 Why people take action (causation) 

 The ways people take action (form) 

 The effects of taking action (change) 
 
 

The expression of ideas takes on different 
forms.  

 Different forms of expression (form) 

 Why people express ideas (perspective) 
 The effects of expression (causation) 

Predictable patterns occur on Earth and in the 
sky. 

 Weather patterns around the world 
(form) 

 How weather patterns affect society 
(causation) 

 The relationship between the Earth, sun 
and moon (function) 

Government systems affect communities 
around the world.  

 The different forms of government 
(form) 

 How citizens participate in their own 
governance (perspective) 

 Rights and responsibilities of citizens in 
various governments (responsibility) 

Human decisions impact sustainability. 

 How ocean life survives in its 
environment (connection) 

 The causes and effects of 
endangered ocean life (causation) 

 Sustainable solutions to achieve 
balance between ocean life and 
humans (responsibility)  
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Beliefs and values shape identities. 

 Forms of beliefs and values (form) 

 How society shapes our identities as 
individuals (causation) 

 The connection between context and 
conduct (connection) 

 

Exploration can lead to new discoveries.   

 Motivation behind exploration 
(causation) 

 The discoveries that have changed our 
world (form) 

 How discoveries in our solar system 
impact our world (change) 

Art can bring understanding.  

 The ways artists convey mood (form) 

 How art brings awareness to global 
issues (causation) 

 How art can be interpreted (perspective) 

Inventions affect society. 

 How inventions solve problems 
(responsibility) 

 The evolution of technology (change) 

 The positive and negative impacts on 
society (causation) 

Scarcity and choice drive economies.  

 The causal relationship between supply, 
demand and income (causation) 

 The effect of technology on production 
(change) 

 How people’s lives are affected by 
economic factors (responsibility)  

Humans struggle to share finite resources. 

 Globally shared natural resources 
(connection) 

 The effects of consumption on our 
lives and on the environment 
(causation) 

 Conservation as a civic responsibility 
(responsibility)  
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Recognizing our abilities can lead us to take 
action.  

 How we reflect on who we are 
(reflection) 

 Transformative nature of self-reflection 
(change) 

 Effects of personal contributions 
(responsibility) 

Migration initiates change.  

 The reasons for migration (causation) 

 Assimilation to new environments 
(change) 

 Patterns of settlement (causation) 

Personal experiences can inspire creative 
expression and promote connections. 

 The influence of purpose on form (form) 

 The effect of technology on expression 
(causation) 

 The connection between culture and the 
creative process (connection) 

Everything on Earth depends on the Sun to 
function. 

 Ways energy transfers through living 
things (function) 

 Ways that Earth’s cycles are connected 
(connection) 

 Influence of the sun on culture and 
society (cause) 

Food security is dependent on a sustainable 
food system.  

 Connection between food production 
and the environment (connection) 

 Sustainable agricultural practices 
(connection) 

 Challenges to the food system 
(causation) 

Conflict is a catalyst for change.  

 Causes of conflict (causation) 

 Various perspectives of a conflict 
(perspective) 

 The diverse perspectives of conflict 
resolution (perspective) 
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Priorities drive human choice.  

 How and why humans cultivate alliances 
(causation) 

 The diverse perspectives of human rights 
(perspective) 

 Our responsibility to protect the rights of 
ourselves and others (responsibility)  

Population growth contributes to a variety of 
consequences.  

 Causes and effects of population growth 
(causation) 

 The interrelationship between 
population growth and energy use 
(connection) 

 Sustainable choices for a growing 
population (reflection) 

 

Media mirrors cultural values. 

 Influence of media on culture 
(connection) 

 Various forms/uses of media (change) 

 Responsible use of media (responsibility) 

Natural events reflect Earth as a dynamic 
planet.  

 The continuous changes on Earth 
(change) 

 The relationship between Earth’s forces 
and matter (connection) 

 How scientists study Earth’s changes 
(function) 

Communities and societies develop systems 
to provide order. 

 How systems respond to needs 
(causation) 

 Ways different government systems 
function (function) 

 Ways in which people evaluate existing 
social systems (perspective) 

 

Characteristics of the environment 
influence the balance of living organisms. 

 Interdependent relationships within 
an environment (connection) 

 Ways that living organisms adapt to 
their environment (change) 

 Characteristics of Earth’s biomes 
(form) 
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